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16TH PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES 


UNCOLN, ABRAHAM (1809-1865), was one of the 
tuly great men of all time. He preserved the American 

hion during the Civil War, and proved to the world 
that democracy can be a lasting form of government, 
incoln's Geiysburg Address, and many of his other 
Speee! ind writings, are cla statements of demo- 
cratic beliefs and goals. In conducting a bitter war, Line 
Coli ne scame bitter himself. He showed a nobility 
Ofcharacter whieh continues to grow in world-wide ay 
Peal. Lincoln was the first President elected by the 
Republican party. After his assassination, he was suc- 
seeded by Vice-President Andrew Johnson, 

The American people knew litte about Linc 
When he became President. Nothing in his past experi- 
ence indicated that he could meet successfully the great- 
St crisis in the nation’s history. He received less than 
40 per cent of the popular vote. As President, Lincolo 
was often a careless, inefficient administrator, At tines, 
he gave way to political pressures which he might better 
have resisted. 

But these failings mattered little when compared with 

Lincoln's great merits. His outstanding asset was in- 
Sight. Lincoln realized at the beginning of the Civil 
War that the Union must be saved. The United States 
Was the only important democracy in the world. Line 
col knew that self-government would be proved a fail- 
We if the nation could be destroyed by a minority of its 
Own people. He determined that the nation, and de- 
Mocracy, would not be destroyed. 
Lincoln’s second great asset was his ability to ex- 
press his convictions so clearly, and with such force, 
that millions of his countrymen made them their own. 
This he did in his first and second inaugural addres 
in his annual messages to Cong in the Gettysburg 
Address, and in his letters. Lincoln would have been 
Surprised that some of h ecches came to be hoaored 
4 great literature. He sought only to be understood, 
and to convince. 

Lincoln's third great source 
will. The Civil War had to be carried on until the Union 


f strength was his iron 


Lincoln's Favorite Photograph served os the model for 
this painting by Allen Tupper True. The portrait ts in the 
Huntington Library and Art Gallery in San Marino, Calif. 
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wa d. At times, people in the North wavered in 
this purpose. Lincoln never doubted that in the end, 
tight would make might, and the North would triumph. 
His unvielding faith in victory helped to win victory 
Ifthe Union had not been preserved, the Un 
States would have become two natio; Neither of 
these nations could have attained the prosperity and 
importance that the United States has today, Lincoln 
influenced the course of world history by his leadership 
of the North during the Civil War. His own life story 
has perhaps been just as important. He rose from hum 
ble origin to the i highest office, Millions of per- 
sons regard his career as proof that democracy offers all 
the best hope of full and free life. 
in the United States during Lincoln's administra 
tion revolved almost entirely around the Civil War 
Vo raise money to fight the war, Congress le 
first income tax in the history of the cot 
first time. federal officcholders had to take an oath of 
loyalty to the Unioa. Pioncers Hocked to the western 
frontier, and mining tov ing up overnight. The 
government gave free farnis to settlers, and set aside 
land for colleges that later became state univ ies, 
Soldiers and civilians alike sang ‘“Phe Battle Hymn 
of the Republic” or “Dixie.” Winslow Homer's paint 
in, Prisoners from the Pront brought hin his first Gane. 
Patriotic li included John Greenteal \Whitier's 
poem “Barbara Frietchie” and Rdward Pverett Hale's 
story “The Man Without a Country.” Lincoln and 
thousands of other Americans chuckled at the humor- 
sof Artemus Ward. 


ed 


ous writin 


Early Life 


Family Background. Soon after Lincoln was nomi- 
nated for the presidency, he wrote an autobiography. It 
began: “Abraham Lincoln was born Feb. 12, 1809, 
then in Hardin, now in the more recently formed conn- 
ty of Larue, Kentucky. His father, Thomas, & grand- 
father Abraham, were born in Rockingham county Vir- 
tia, whither ancestors had come from Berks 
county Pennsylvania. His lineage has been traced no 
farther back than this.” 

Since Lincoln’s time, his ancestry has been traced to a 
weaver named Samuel Lincoln who emigrated from 
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IMPORTANT DATES IN LINCOLN'S LIFE ————- 


1809 (Fob. 12) Born near present-day Hodgenville, Ky. 
1834 Elected to tho Illinois General Assembly. 

1842 (Nov. 4) Married Mary Todd, 

1846 Elected to the U.S. House of Representatives, 
1858 Debated slavery with Stephen A. Dougla 


1860 (Nov. 6) Elected President of the United States. 


1864 (Nov. 8) Re-elected President. 
1865 (April 14) Shot by John Wilkes Booth. 
1865 (April 15) Died in Washington, D.C. 


un, England, to Hingham, Mass 
was only 17 years after the Pilgrims landed at PI 
Rock. Samuel Lincoln founded the Lincoln fan 
Atnerica. The farnilies of several of his children played 
important parts ia Mz husetts history. 

Descendants of Mordecai Lincoln, a son of Samuel, 
moved to New Jersey, sylvania, and Virginia. One 


ersey, 


no onamed Abrahain. ‘This 
Abraham Lincoln was the grandfather of the future 
owned a farm in the Shenandoah Valley 


during the Revolutionary War. In 1782, | 
and his wife and five small ¢ arted aver t 
long trail to the wilderness of Kentucky. An Indian 
killed hi : 

One of his is Lincoln, became the fatl 
of the fiture President. In later years, the President said 
his father was “a wandering laboring boy, and grew up 
literally without education.” “Phomas Lincoln worked 
as a frontier farm hand during most of his youth. But he 


ren 


learned enough skill at woodworking to earn a living as 


306, 1 
manrtied Nancy Hanks. Naney came { ” 
described as a distinguished” Virginia family of 
humble, ordinary peo, ans know on 
was the daughter of a Lucy 
Thomas and Nancy Linc 
Ky., for tf 
child, Sarah, 
Thomas Line 
Nolin R 
bethtown. Abr. 
Boyhood. ‘The Lincolns 


nh, 
st 
was born there in 1807. The next year, 
lita farm on the South Fork of the 
cs (8 kilometers) south of E. 
am Lincoln was born on this farm. 
lived for two years on the 
rm where Abraham was born, ‘Vhen they moved to a 
farm on Knob Creck, 10 miles (16 kilometers) away. 
When Sarah and Abraham could be spared from their 
chores, they went to a log schoolhouse. ‘Vhere the chil- 
dren learned reading, writi and arithmeti 
Many persons believe that because Lincoln began 
his life in a log ca he was born in poverty. But many 
cabins during the carly 1800's. Che 
nost of their neighbors, 
and Abraham and Sarah were well fed and well clothed 
for the times. A third child, Thomas, died in infancy. 
Thomas Lincoln had uouble over property rights 
throughout his years in Kentucky. In 1816, he decided 
to move to Indiana, where a man could bu di di- 
rectly from the government. Beside 
did not 


lieve in slavery, and Indiana had no slavery. 

‘The Lincolns loaded their possessions into a wagon. 
They traveled northward to the Ohio River and were 
ferried across. ‘Phen they traveled through the thic 
forests to Spencer County, in southwestern Indiana. 
There, Thomas Lincoln began the task of changing 160 
acres (65 hectares) of forest land into a farin. 
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Lincoln's Birthplace, a log cabin near Hodgenville, Ky., 
may have been the cabin that now stands at the Abraham 
Lincoln Birthplace National Historic Site, above. 


Travels of the Li Ins took them to Knob Creek, Ky., 
in 1811, then to Indiana in 1816, and to Illinois in 1830, 
Lincoln moved on his own to New Salem, ill, in 1831 


1s found life harder in Indiana tt 
Kentucky. ‘They arrived early in winter, 
lier at once. Thomas and his son built a thre 
fe of | called a “ha ‘dca 
ith side burned night 4 
helter, the boy and h 
build a cabin. ‘The family move 
February, 1817. 
s and other wild animals roamed 
remote region. ‘Trees had to be cut and 
td su that a crop could be planted. Although Vi 
vas only 8. he was large for hi and ! 
ing an ax. For as long as hi 
3 seldom without his ax. [ec 


fir 
fini 


ham 
enough strength to 
in Indiana, he we 
called it “that most useful instrument 


age 


Slowly, life became happier on t 
October, 1818, Nancy Lincoln died of what the pic 
called “milk sickness.” This illness was probably cause 
by poison in the milk of cows that had cat 


uried his wife among the trees on a t 


Thomas 


! months later. 
Che cabin became dull and cheerless after th 
of Naney Li 
she could for more th 3 Li 
returned to Kentucky for a visit. While there, on Dec. 
1819, he married Sarah Bush Johnston, a widow. i 
had known her before her tirst marriage. ‘Ut 
Lincoln brought along her three children, aged 
and 5, and a wagonload of furniture and househs 
goods, Her arrival at the cabin in Indiana ende 
long moaths of loneliness. Years later, Abraham Lt 
coln remembered little about his own mother, He ma 
have referred to his stepmother when he said: “G 
ss my mother; all that I am or ever hope to be Lor 
to her. 
Education. Abraham Lincoln grew from a boy of 7 
aman of 21 on the wild Indiana frontier. His ed i 
can best be deseribed in his own words 
“There were some schools, so called: but no q! 
cation was ever required of a teacher, beyond ‘rec 
writin, and cipherin, to the Rule of Three. [fa stragy! 


12. 


Hodgenville, Ky., 
sot the Abraham 
rbove. 


: to Knob Creek, Ky. 
id to Mlinois in 1830. 
Salem, lil, in 1831. 


in Indiana than in 
winter, and needed 
n built a three-sided 
valf-faced camp.” A 
rand day, Soon after 
his father began to 
wed into it in mid- 


vamed the forests of 
i cut and fields 
Although 4 
Dg -e) age and had 
© as long as he lived 
it his ax. He later 
be 
the farm. Then, in 
of what the pioneers 
“as probably caused 
ad eaten snakeroot. 
trees on a hill near 


t until a trav 
> over his mother's 


less after the death 
pt house as well as 
‘n Thomas Lincoln 
le there, on Dec. 2, 
ton, a widow. He 
ge. The new Mrs. 
Idren, aged 12, 8, 
and household 
ndiana ended the 
et, Abraham Lin- 
2 mother, He may 
‘nhe said: “God 
hope to be I owe 
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Supposed to underste in, happened to sojourn in 
the neighborhood, he was looked upon as a wizzai ard. 
There was absolutely nothing to ¢xcite ambition for 
education. Of course when f a ne ofa rge I did not know 
Much, Still somehow, s, and cipher to 
the Rule of Three: but that was all. 
formal schooling totaled less than a year. 
ly be found on the frontier, and paper 
Mi ike other boys a 
rithmetic te 

Abraham often ¥ 
1s on boards, then shaved the 
nife, and used them again 
reat distance for a book. 
> good ones. TI 
*s Progress, Aesop's Fables, 
ind a schoolbook or two. 


Was almost as scat ce. 
time, Lincoln made 
eral pages of this bo« 
his arithmetic prob! 
hoards clean with a dra 
and again. He would w 
Che few he could borrow w 
cluded Robin i 
ahistory of the United 1 Stat 
In 18 23, when Abrah 


members of other denominatior 
rr 7 aS 

liked any display of bittcr 
This may explain why he never joit 


nor 


d any church 


why he never attended church regularly. Yet he be- 
cdme a man of deep religious fecli ‘The Bible was 
probably the only book his pare eos owned. Abra- 
ham came to know it thoroughly. siblical references 
and quotations enriched his +s and speeches. 
As President, he kept a Bible on his desk and often 


opened it for comfort and guidance. 
Another book also impresse 
him to an understanding of the meaning o' 


y deeply, and led 
f democracy. 


He told about it years later in a spcech before the New 


Jersey Senate: 

“May I be pardoned if, on this occ: 
that away back in my childhood, the earliest days of my 
being able to read, I got hold ef a small book, such a 
one as few of the younger members have ever seen, 
Weems’ Life of Washington. | remember all the accounts 
there ‘given of the battle fields and struggles for the 
liberties of the county . . . and you all know, for you 
have all been boys, how these carly impressions last 
longer than a others. I recollect thinking then, boy 
even though I was, that there must have been some- 


ion, T mention 


ana. Lincoln's ” mottior 
isolated frontier form in 1818. 


family me 
died on this 


Lincoln Studied by Firelight after working on the farm all 
day. This diorama, or ihree-dimensional scene, shows Lincol and 
his perents in their log cabin on the Indiana frontier. 


The Family Crossed into Wlinois in 1830, and settled ona 
ebout 10 miles (16 kilometers) from Decatur, On the way, 
dog trapped in an icy stream. 


ham rescucd a 


Dioramas at tife 


NEW SALEM 
YEARS 


Lincoln's First Job 
moved to New Sal 
1831 was os a cl 
store of De 


company whe 
Hawk War in 1832. Wacol 


ind free to st 


w more than c v k 
Youth on the Frontier. ed with his father one mc 
ight of 6 f r nd split 

20, 2 a He worke d for neighboring s 
i 1831, when the s 
oO 11, 
» a flathoat to New ‘0 


some in the village sof Ne y 
s) northwest of Spring 
his P rents moved to Coles County, wh 
for the rest of their lives. 


New Salem Years 


in New Salem. He 1 
uly, 1831, until the spring of 1837. 

“ b 

* cabins clustered 


. The older women m 
gave im meals. Jack Kelso, the vil 
introduced him to the writings of Shakesp: 
ert Burns. These works, and the Bible, became 
vorite reading. 

Lincoln arrived in New Salem. 
floating driftwood.” He earned litt 
room at the rear of Offutt’s store. Within a 
the busi failed. Lincoln would have been out 
job if the Black Hawk War had not begun in 1832. 
nd several other The Bleck Hawk War. In 
d west. They ment had mngved oy Sauk and Fo 
reached their destination wo w eks ite, and settle 
10 miles (16 kilometers) west of Decatur, on the north 
bank of the Sangamon River. Mississipy 


‘L he first money 
to a steamt 


led a ban: of eal hundred fadian ans back < 
River to try to regain their lands near Ri 
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NEW SALEM 
YEARS 


sin's First Job after he 
d to New Solem, Il, in 
was of a clerk in the 
of Denton Offutt. He live? 
room at the rear of the 
lincoln later became 
\aster of New Sclem. 


strike out for himself. 
-one more year. Se 
split rails for a cabin 
noring settlers during 
vhen the streams were 
itt hired Lincoln an 

boat to New Orleans. 
pression of his lanky 
clerk in his new store 
20 miles (32 kilome- 


ile Lincoln was aways 
ty, where they lived 


coln when he settled 
Imost six years, from 
337. The village con- 
ind a mill, a barrel 
line, and a few gen- 


ed Lincoln in many 
his clothes, and often 
village philosopher, 
hakespeare and Rob- 
Bible, became his fa- 


as he said, ‘a piece of 
little, and slept in a 
Within a few months 
d have been out of a 
t begun in 1832. 

the federal govern- 
ox Indians from Jlli- 
, Chief Black Hawk 
dians back across the 
their lands near Rock 


oo 
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Lhe governor called out the 
scred for service, 

Lincoln's company consisted of men from the New 
The men promptly elected him captain. 
months after he had setied in the 
rhe had been nominated for President, 
d this honor “gave me more pleasure than 
had since.” His comrades liked his friendli- 
onesty, and his skill at storytelling. They also 
great suength and his sp wismanship in 


Salern 


Th 
village. 
Village. F 


y nine 
illage. Even 
Lincoln s; 


ing matches and other contests, 
s ended after JO days, but he 
he en 


Lincoln's term of servi 
Teenlisted, this time as a private, A month late’ 
listed again. He served a total of 90 days, but saw no 
fighting, He Jater recalled that he had ‘ta good many 
blood y struggles with the mosquitoes.” 

Search for a Career. Before his snilitary service, many 
of Lincoln’s friends had encouraged him to become a 
Candidate for the state legislature Spurred by their 
faith, he announced andidacy in March, 1832. Che 
Black Hawk War prevented him from making much of 
campaign. He arrived home in July, only two weeks 
velore the election, Lincoln was defeated in the clection, 
but the people in his own precinet gave him 277 of their 
00 votes 

Lincoln faced the problem of making a living. [le 
thought of studying law, but decided he could not suc- 
ceed without a better education. Just then, he had a 
chance to buy a New Salem store on credit, in partner- 
ship with William F, Berry. Lincoln later recalled that 
the partnership “did nothing but get deeper and deeper 
in debt.” ‘The store failed after a few months. 

r Tn May, 1833, Lincoln was appointed postmaster of 
New Salem. Soon afterward, the county surveyor of 
feted to make him a deputy. Lincoln knew nothing 
about surve i 


yw, but he prepared for the work by hard 
study. Odd jobs and fees from his wo public offices 
cared him a living. 
Berry died in 1835, leaving Lincoln liable for the 
debts of the partnership, about $1,100, It took Lincoln 
several years to pay these debts, but he finally dict tt, 
the nickname “Honest 


His integrity helped him cz 
Abe.’ 

In New Salem, Lincoln knew 
ledge, When she died in the summer of 1835, he grieved 
deeply, His sorrow gave rise to a belicf that he and Ann 
had planned to be married. Careful study has reduced 
Vhis conclusion is 


tirl named Ann Rut- 


y gitl, Mary O 
He met her w s $ 
affair was not ardent on cither side, anc 
jected him. 

Success in Politics. In 183+, Lincoln ag 
legislature. He had become better knuv 
on election as a Whig (see Waic). He servec 
ve two-year terms in the lower house of the Mli- 
nois General Assernbly. During his first term, he mx 
young Democratic legislator, Stey hen A, Dougla 

Lincoln quickly came to the front in the leg 
He was witty and ready in debate. His skill in party 
management enabled him to become the Whig floor 
leader at the beginning of his second term. He took a 
leading part in the adoption of a plan for a systern of 
tailroads and canals. ‘This plan broke down after the 
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Panic of 1837. Lincoln also led a succ 
for moviny the state capital from Vanda 
field. 

While in the legislature, Lincoln made his first public 
in 1837, the legislature passed res- 
g abolitior These socicti 
urged freedom fo Line other legislator, 
Jan Stone, filed a protest. They admitted that Con- 
gress had no power to interfere with slavery in the s 
where it existed. They believed that “the promulgation 
of abolition doctrines tend rather to increase than abate 
its evils.” Their protest arose from the fact that the legis- 
ature failed to call slavery an evil practice. Lincoln and 
Stone declared that “the institution of slavery is 
founded on both injustice and bad policy.” Slavery 
iad become an & greater issue 23 years later, when 
incoln was nominated for President, He said then that 
yrotest in the Hlinois legislature still expressed his 
tion on slavery. 


ful campaign 


statement on slits 
oluvions condemni 


Lincoln the Lawyer 


Lincoln’s second campaign 
re, John ‘I’, Stuart had urged him to 
study law rt was an attorney in Springfield and a 
member of the legisiature. Lincoln overcame his doubts 
about his education, [le borrowed Jaw books from 
Stuart and studied them. He sometimes walked 20 
(32 kilometers) from New Salem to Springfield tor 
Henry KB. Dummer, Stuart’s law partner, re- 


Study, . during 


for the 


called: 


metimes he w: 


ked, but generally rode. He was 
most uncouth looking young man I ev w. He 
seemed to have but litde to say; seemed to feel timid, 
with ige of sadness visible in the countenance, but 
when he did talk all this disappeared for the time and 
he demonstrated that he was both strong and acute. He 
surprised us more and more at every visit.” 


a 


On Sept. 9, 1836, Lincoln received his license to prac- 
tice law, although his name was not entered on the roll 


of altoreys until March 1, 1837, ‘The population of 
New Salem bad dropped by that time, and Lincoln de- 
cided to move to the new slate capital. Carrying all he 
owned in his suddlcbags, he rode into Springfield on 
April 15, 1837. There he became the junior partner in 
the law firm of Stuart and Lincoln. 
In Lincoln’s time, the! 
$ ad law” in the office of an attorney. 
‘ce to a law student, Lincoln 
ned his method of stud 
“If you are resolutcly determined to make a lz 
sclf, the thing is more than half done already. [t 
is but a sinall matter whether you read with anybody or 
not, T did not read with anyone. Get the books, and 
read and study them till you understand them in their 
principal features; and that is the main thing. It is of 
no consequence to be ina large town while you are read- 
alem, which never had three hun- 
dred people living in it. The daoés, and your capacity § 
understanding them, are just the same in all places... 
Always bear in mind that your own resolution to suc- 
ceed, is more important than any other one hing.” 
Early Practice. Lincoln’s partnership with Stuart 
lasted until the spring of 1841, Then he became the 
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junior partner of Stephen ‘T. Logan, one of the ¢ 
lawyers who ever practiced in Illinois. This partnership 
ended in the fall of 1844, : 

Lincoln then asked William H. Herndon to become 
his partner. Herndon, nine years younger than Lincoln, 
had just received his license to practice law. Lincoln 
called him “Billy,” but Herndon always called his part 
ner “Mr, Lincoln.” ‘The wo men never formally dis 
solved their law firm. More than 16 years later, Lincoln 
visited his old office on his last day in Springlield before 
leaving for Washington to be inaugurated as President, 
He noticed the firm’s signboard at the foot of the steps 
and said: “Let it hang there undisturbed. Give our cli- 
ents to understand that the election of a President 
makes no change in the firm of Lincoln and Herndon.” 

‘The practice of law in Hlinois was not specialized in 
Lincoln’s time. He tried his first ease in the cirenit court 
of Sangatnon County. Ele practiced in the Liltnois ted 
cral courts within two years after his adinission to the 
bar. A year ry he tied the first of many cases in the 
state supreme court. But all the while, he also handled 
sus before justices of the peace. He also gave advice 
and opinions on many matters for small fees. 

Lincoin’s Family. Soon after Lincoln moved tu 
Springfield, he met Mary Tedd (Dec. 13, 1818-July 16, 
1882), a lively, dark-haired Kentucky git! who lived 
there with a married sister, They had a storiny courtship 
and at one time broke their engagement. ‘ 
married on Nov. 4, 1842, when Lincoln was 33 and his 


at 


were 


bride was 23. 
Mary ‘Todd Lincoln was high-strung and socially am- 


bitious. Lincoln tended to be moody and absent 
minded, ‘Their contrasting personalities caused friction. 
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But their marriage was not so discordant as some writ 
have described it. See Lixcotn, Mary Toop. 
Lincoln and his bride first lived in a Sprinete 
boardinghouse, where they paid $4 a week. Eighict 
months after his marriage. Lincoln bought the plain by 
comfortable frame house in which the family lived unt 
he became President. By the time he bought the he 
his first son, Robert Todd Lincoln, was 9 month “ 
(see Lincoun, Rorerr Topp). His second son. © 
Baker Lincoln, was born in 1846, but died four 
Jater. William Wallace Lincoln, born in 1850, died 
the White House at the age of 11. Their fourth so: 
Thomas Lincoln, became famous during his lathe 
administration as “Tad.” He became ill and died 
1871 at the age of 18, 
The family lived modestly but comfortably, Linco 
was never the poverty-stricken failure of legend. [le 
ten cared lor his own horse and milked the family 
butso did most of his neighbors, Phe family usuall 
aservant to help with the housework. 
Riding the Circuit. ‘The state of [Hlinois was. and 3 
is, divided into circuits for judicial purposes, Bac! 
cuit consisted of several counties where court was he 
in turn, The judge and many lawyers traveled fr 
county to county. They tried such cas 
way during each term. 
Lincoln “traveled the circuit” for six months ¢3 
year. He loved tl >. The small inns w 


rs as came ( 


the lawyers stayed had few comforts, but they olfe 
many opportunities for meeting people. Lively talk ar 


storytelling appealed to Lincoln, He also liked the 
rides across the iries. Lincoln’s circuit at its larg 
included [5 counties, and covered about 8,000 squs 
miles (21,000 square kilometers). 

Lincoln developed traits as a lawyer that made 
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well known throughout Hlinois. He could argue 
Strongly when convinced that his client was right. If 
doubtful, he was much less powerful. [le 1 cli- 


ents tosetde their differences out of court whenever pos- 


a ense 


persuade 


le. This usually meant 


for him. In court, Lincola could pre a case so that 
12 jurors, often poorly educated, could not fail to unc 
stand it. He could also argue a complicate > belo 


a well- thor- 


oughly, 


formed judge. He 
id was unfailingly | 


National Politics 


Search for Advancement. After four (erms in the Tir 


nois legislature, Lincoln wanted office with greater 
prestige. He had served the Whig party well, and elec 
tion to Congress became his goal. 


In 1840, Lin 
for William Hen 
dent. He beli 
om for Cong 


Jn made a speaking tour of the state 
Harrison. the Whig candidate fo 
ved his service had carned him the 
E s from his district. In 1845, and 
again in 1844, the spousitiats yn went to other Dis- 
appointe d, but not biter, Lincoln worked ‘or the elec- 
tion of Henry Clay, the Whig presidential ci indidate in 
1844. ‘Two years later, Lincoln received his reward, and 
won the Whig nomination for the U.S. House of Re, 
sentatives. His opponent in the ¢lection was Peter Cart- 
wright, a well-known Methodist circuit rider. “The 
Whigs held firin control of Lincoln's district, and he re- 
ceived 6,340 of the 11,418 votes cast. 

Congressmen. Lincoli: took his seat in Congress on 
Dec. 6, 1847. By that time, the United States had won 
the Mexican War, although a peace treaty bad not yet 
been signed. Lincoln joine d his fellow Whigs in blam- 
ing President Janes K. Polk for the war. Lincoln yoted 

equipment to troops still in the field, But his 
inst the President made him unpopular with 
udently patriotic people of his district. 

Lincoln failed to make the reputation he had hoped 
for in Congress. He gave notice that he intended to in- 
troduce a bill to free the slaves in the District of Colu 

a, but he never did. He emphasized his position on 
lavery by supporting the Wilmot Proviso, w hich would 
have banned slavery in any territory acquired from 
Mexico (see Witton Proviso) 

Throughout his term, Lincoln supported 
policy of hs avi 
improve ments 


men. 


the Whig 
sovernment pay for internal 


. He src several speeches in support of 


reproved President Polk for veto- 


bill. 


andl one 
ari nd harbors apy 
Worked for the nermina 
Taylor, the Whig candidate for Pres ident in 1e4g. 
Return to Law. Lincoln's term ended on March 4, 
1849. He wanted another term, but knew 
unpopular to win re-election. He tried unsucces sful 
get an appointment Conn of the General 
Land d Office. Phe administration offered to appoint him 
Sec ry, then gov of O: Lincoln 
tehused bot! 
Lincoln r 
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Re-Entry into Politics. A s ange in national 
slavery ught Lincoln back into pol 
ouri Compromise of 1820 had prohibite 
est line th 


tics. “Vhe Mii 
slavery in new territ 
ion of Missou 
). Rarly in 1854, Si 
of Mlinois introduced a bill to organize the 
Kansas and Nebraska. As approved by 
Nebraska Act repealed the M 
. ft provided that the settlers of new 
le for themselves whether they 


was an 


territories: ¢ 
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ss, th 


sourt C ‘orn pror 


territories sl dee 


wal er > Kansas-Nepraska Act. 
Linc zd believed that shivery 
had bee . The new policy out- 


raged their, T ie Fou iers had written a prom- 
ise of freedoin and Rieu into the Declaration of In- 
ed they had intended to 
keep slavery so it would one day die. 

Lincoln revered the Founding Fathers. He once said: 
“T have never had a thought politically which did not 
nw from the sentiments embodied in the Declaration 
» had been his political 
asa Whig politician, but he looked 
Thomas Jeflerson for his political principles 
Lin oln always oppesed slavery, but he never became 
Mitionist. He believed that the bonds holding the 
nation toge ther would be red if Ame 
rapict bre ith the past. Lincoln granted that slavery 
should have the protection that the Constitution gave 
it. But he wanted the people to realize that slavery was 


deandlet 


} 
he 


si 


of Independ 


idol during his 5 


anal 


evil, and should not spread. 

Douglas refused to admit that slavery was wrong. [le 
id he did not care whether slavery was morally right 
Lincol believed that the nation st ‘ood for 
id equality. He felt it must not be indifferent 
ent of any person. ‘lo ignore moral 
s our republican example of its 
wid.” Ttenabled the enemies of 
4 us as hypocrite Lincoln re- 


or wror 


freedom ¢ 
unjust treat 


to the 


wiv 


ues, he said 


in the w 
“to tau 


astitution F 
olyed to return to politics and do what he could to re- 


aval " 

Jn’s life came with 
» honest, able, and 
nly in the interest of 
for personal advancement. After pas 
Act, Lincoln’s aims became 
ke the nation’s ideals come 
cted them to 


verse Kansas-Nebra: 

A Turning Point in L: 
tun w politics. He had always b 
ambitious, But he had worked 1 


t 


his re- 


Le 


his party and 
of the as-Nebraska 


broader, 
true. His ambitions remained. but he dir 
her pury He had always been a clever 
aker. Now, a new sincerity and ¢ 
tion lent even greater power to his words. 
Lincoln entered the congressional election campui 
of 1854 to help a candidate who opposed the Ka 
Nebraska Act. But when Senator Douglas 
Ulinvis to justify the new law, Lincoln oppos 
wherever he could. At Springfield, Peoria. and C 
Lincoln de erful speeches that he 
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Paintini by Herbert D. 


Fresident-Elect Lincoln arrived in Washington, D.C., secretly. 
He hod cut short a tour of Eastern cities because detective Alan 
Finkerton, left, learned of an assassination plot. 


background could be counted on to arouse great cn- 
thusiasm among the voters. 

On the first ballot, Seward received 
Coln 102, and Chase f é 
Pennsylvania and Indiana on cond ballot, and 
teeived 181 votes to 1844 for S d. During the third 
ballot, Lincoln continued to gain strength. Before the 
tesult was announced, Ohio switched four votes from 
Chase to Lincoln. This gave Lincoln more than the 233 
votes needed to win the nomination. ‘The delegates 
Nominated Senator Hannibal Hamlin of Maine for 
Vice-President. 

Like other presidential candidates of his period, Lin- 
coln felt it was undigr 1 to campaign actively. He 
Stayed quietly in Springfield during the election cam- 
Paign. His followers more than made up for his inactiv- 
ity. The Democratic party brok o two factions, 
which helped Lincoln immensely. Senator Douglas, the 
nation’s leading Democrat, had angered the proslavery 
wing of his party. Northern Democrats noininated him 


LINCOLN'S FIRST ELECTION —— 


Place of Nominating 
Convention.......006+++ 


Ballot on Which Nominated. ..3rd 


vot 
upport of 


+-+eChicego 


Northern Democratic 
Opponent........-+-++ ... Stephen A, Douglas 


Southern Democratic 
Opponent........---e sees John C. Breckinridge 


Constitutional Union 
Opponent...........-++++John Bell 


ROPER ws 180 (Lincoln) to: 

72 (Breckinridge) 
39 (Bell) 

12 (Douglas) 


Popular Voto..........6++2++ 1,865,593 (Lincoln) to: 
1,382,713 {Douglas} 
848,356 (Breckinridge) 
592,906 (Sell) 


lectornl Vote 


Age at inauguration...... sone 52 
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t. The Southern faction of the Democratic 
-President John C. Breckinridge. A 
calling itself the Constitutional Union 
ominated former Senator John Bell of Tennes- 


y, receiving 180 clectoral 
. 39 for Bell, and 12 for 
ans voted against Lincoln 
ve him 1,865,593 votes, 
of 2,823,975 for his op- 
votes, and nearly all 


jas. Put more Amer 
for him, ‘The people gi 
-d to a combined tot: 
r nts. All Lincoln’s elect: 
his popular votes, came from the North. 


Lincoin’s Administration (1861-1865) 


ents moved swiftly in the 
fore Lincoln’s inauguration. 
ad threatened to withdr. 
their states from the Ur Lincoln should win the 
election. On Dec. 20, 1860, South Carolina passed a: 
d the Union dis- 
concerned. By the time 
Lincoln became President, six other Southern States 
d seceded. Kour rmore followed later. The seceded 
ized themselves into the Confederate States 


The South Sececes. 
ue the month 
Southern leade’ 


Ordinance of Se 
solved as fi 


states 0 
of Amer 


nefield neighbors on Feb. 11, 1861. He parted with 
these “Here I have lived a quarter of a century, 
and have passed from a young to an old man. Here my 
children have been born, and one is buried. I new leave, 
not knowing when, or whether ever, I may return, w th 
a task before me greater than that which rested upon 
Washington. Without the assistance of that Divine Be- 
ing who ever attended hin, T cannot succeed. With that 
ince [ cannot fail. 
‘The long train trip to Was! 


ngton, D.C., had been 
y planned to include stops at most large Eastern 
This allowed many thousands of persons to see 
© man who would be their next President. In Ph 
delphia, Lincoln heard a report of an assassination plot. 
In Harrisburg, Pa., his advisers persuaded him to cut 
short his tip, Lincoln continued in seerct to Washing- 
ton, arriving early on the morning of February 23. 


_—— HIGHLIGHTS OF LINCOLN'S ADMINISTRATION —— 


1861 (April 12) The Civil War began. 

3861 (April 27) Lincoln proclaimed a blockade of Southera 
ports. - 

7361 (uly 21) Confederate forces won the first Baitle of Bul 
Run. 

1562 (April 6-7) Union troops won the Baitle of Shiloh. 

1862 {April 16) Congress abolished slovery in the District of 
Columbia. 

%£862 (May 20) Congress approved the Homestead Act. 

1962 (Sept. 17) Union forces won the Battle of Antietam. 

1262 (Sept. 22) Lincoln issued a preliminary proclamation of 
emancipation. 

4662 (Dec. 13) The Union suffered a terrible defect at Fred- 
ericksburg. 

$63 (Jon. 1) Lincoln issued the Emencipetion Proclamation. 

7863 (July 1-3) Union armies won the Bottle of Geltysburg. 

7863 (July 4) Vicksburg, Miss., fell to Union forces. 

4863 (Nov. 19) Lincoln delivered the Gettysburg Address. 

*864 (March 9) Grant took command of cil Union armies. 

1864 (Sept. 2) Sherman's army captured Atlanta, Ga. 

2865 (April 9) The Civil Wer ended. 
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On March 4, 161, Lincoln took the oath of ollice 
and became the 16th President of the United States. 
In his inaugural addvess, Lincoln denied that he had 
any intention of interfering with sry tn stat here Pee 
the Constitution protected it. He w the preservation PO tes a = 
of the Union. Lin In warned that he would use t re full WORLD EVENTS 
power of the nation to “hold, occupy, anc possess” the 


THE WORLD ¢ 


1851 A gold rush to New Zealand began. 

1861 French troops invaded Mexico. 

1862 Bismarck became prime minister of Prussia. 

1863 The world's first successful subway was 
built in London. 

1864 Napoleon Ill made Maximilian of Austria 

the Emperor of Mexico. 

Russia captured Tashkent, and cil Turke- 

ston fell under Russian rule. 


* * * * * 


ment 
nals, and custombhouses. £ . 
great beauty and liwrary power. He 

mystic chords of memory, stretching from every battle- 


field and patriot grave to every living heart and hearth- 
: ; ; : He 1865 
stone all over this broad land. 

Lincoln announced his Cabinet the day atte: 
i Iwo members, William TH. Seward 
thase, had been his pring 


Salmon 


UNITED STATES EVENTS 


U.S. population was 32,351,000 in 1861. Eleven 
Southern States, with over 9,000,000 persons, 
seceded from the Union. West Virginia became 
a state in 1863, ond Nevada in 1864. Congress 
created the Arizona and Idaho territories in 
1863, end the Montana Territory in 1864. 


presidential nomination. Lhe Cabine 
many shates of opinion, Sever 


tered their depaztinents ably. Bul, asa gre 
often gave Lincoln aluost as much woubl: 

Fort Sumter and War. \s the Southern St 
they seized most of the federal forts within dhieir bx 
aries. Lincoln had to decide whethe 
should be strengthened. He also had toc 
tu try to retake the forts already in South 


whether 


V hands. 


«a symbol 


derson com- 


Fort Suinter, in Charleston larbor 
divisible Union. Major Rot 


vi ert 
manded the Union garrison there. Hf Li 
the oops, a storm of protest would rise 
If he reinforced Fort Sumucr, the South would consider 


it an act of war. 


The United States Flag had 
33 stars end 13 stripes whey 
Lincoln became President. 


derson, wi 


visions to A © supplic 
He informed South Carolina of his inte 
the state regarded the relief expedition 
and demanded Andeison’s surrender. Anderson refried, 
and on April 12, General Pierre Gt. Th 
dered Confederate artillery to fire on the fort. Nnder- 
onsurrendered the nest day. ‘Phe Civil War began with 
the bombardment of ort Sumter, See Caves War. 
Lincoln met the crisis with energetic action. Le called 
out the militia to suppress the “insurrection.” Tle pro- 
claimed a blockade of Southern ports, and expanded 
the army beyond the fHinit set by lav ry SVINe 
pathizers living in the North wer 
eflort, As a result, Lincoln gave the 
suspend the privilege of habeas corpus 
ese Southern syinpathizers were active (sce Haneas 


arescurd: or 


1861 The Civil War began on April 12 when Confe 
: ate guns fired on Fort Sumter, a Union garr\ 
the war the harbor of Charleston, S.C. 
Holo 1862 Congress created the Depariment! of Agri 

: A commissioner headed the new agency. 
18623 The first draft law in Uni 


ariy hie 


rig, 


in areas ¥ 


d States history, pet 


as men from 20 to 45 for army servic 

————~ VICE-PRESIDENTS AND CAB K: 1863 President Lincoln delivered the Getlysbur: 
dress on November 19, 

1865 Genercl Robert E. Lee surrendered his w 
Confederate troops to General Ulysses S. S 
at Appomattox Court House on April 9. 


Secretary of State....... 
Secretary of the Treasury. 


“Edwin M. = 
Edward Bat: 
Jomes Spee 


Secretary of the Navy 
Secretary of the Interior 
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Trenscontinental Telegraph 
line, connecting the ecstern port 
of the United States with Culi- 
fornia, was completed in 1861. 
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MONTANA TER. 


Froe Mail Delivery was estab- 
lished in cities in 12 


started 
spread 


WEST VIRGINIA 


Bismarck 


Civil War began a month after 
Lincoln became President. More 
600,000 Americans died 

the four-year conflict. 


than 
during 


st Paper Money is- 
by the federal government 
e Constitution was avu- 
zed by Congress in 1861. 
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The Emancipation Proclamation, issued by President 
Lincoln on January 1, 1863, declared slaves to be free in 
areas of the Confederate States that were still in rebellion, 


2£/ 


! 


Corpus). He also ordered the 
without waiting for congres al approp 

Lincoln believed all these actions to be within the 
war powers granted the Presic by the Constitution. 
He justified acts when Cor s met for the first 
time in hi inistration in Ju 18661. The r 
nealn de Congress ranks as one of his gre 
tate papers. C Justice Roger B. Taney had a 
1 Lincoln bitterly for suspending eas Corpus. 
In his message, Lincoln posed a question that no cri 
then or afterward ex all the lay 
one to go unexecuted, and the go iment itself go #0 
pieces lest that one be violated?” 

Lincoln felt that the breakup of the American p 
would be a tragedy. Not only Americans, but ultimately 
all mankind, would salfer. ‘Lo him. the United States 
represented an experimentin the people's ability to gov 
erm. thers: Te it failed, kings. dictators, and 1 
supporters could say that peopl 
of ruling themselves, znd that someone must rule t 
Lincoln regarded the fate of world democracy as the 
central issue of the Civil War. : 

Building the Army. wo day 
Lincoln called for 7 5,000 men for the att 
offered far more voluniect 
equip, By July, 1861, an 
Wa hington n equal fore 


position ac t 


jon: 


r answered: “A 


ion 


were not capable 


forces could end the v 
nm one battle, News 


lieved the Unio 
the Confederates 
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~———— Some Famous Lincoln Quotations ———— 


quotations from speeche: 


Stand with anybody that stands right, Stand with him while 
he is right and part with him when he goes wrong. 


The legitimate object of government, is to do for a commu: 
nity of people, whatever they need to have done, hut ca 
not do, ct all, or cannot so well do, for themselves—in their 
separate and individual capacities. 


Nothing new here, except my merrying, which to me, |S 
matter of profound wonder. 


Property is the fruit of tlobor—property is desirable—is = 
positive good in the world. That some should be rich, show? 
thet others may become rich, and hence is just encourss? 
ment to industry and enterprize. Let aot him who is hovss 
joss pull down the house ef another; but fet him !ebor 
diligently end build one for himself, thus by example & 

suring that his own shall be sefe from violence when buill- 


As 1 would not be a slave, so 1 would not be & master. This 
expresses my idea of democracy. Whatever differs from 
this, to the extent of the diffarence, is no democracy. 


Fellow-citizens, we cannot escape history. We... will 
be remembered in spite of ourselves. No personal signiil- 
cance, of insignificance, can spare one or another of us 
The fiery trial threugh which we pass, will light us down 
in honor or dishonor, to the latest generation. 


if we do net make common cause to save the good old shi? 
of the Union on this voyage, nobody will have a chance 9 
pilot her on another voyage. 


The dogmas of the quiet! past, are inadequate to the stormy 

resent. The occasion is piled high with difficulty, and we 
must rise with the occasion, As our case is new, so ve 
must think anew, and ae! anew. 


mond!" The adminis 


blazed with the cry “On to Rick 
tration yielded to these pressures. Lincoln ordered the 
Northern army fi ud under G neral Irvin McDow 
Lhe result Battle of Bull Run on July 
in which Confederate forces decisively defeated the Un- 
ion troops. People in the North now realized that the 
wat would be a long one. 
As commander in chief of the army, Lincoln had to 
select an oie er capable of organ gteen volunteers 
into armies and leading them to victory. General 
1 turned out to * organizer 
But his Peninsular € paign of 1862 ended in ! 
This campaign had been aimed at capturing Ric mond, 
Va., the Confederate capital. Lincoln relieved McCle- 
Jan of much of his command, General John Pope was 
made commander of troops in Virginia. Fle was 
feated in the seeond Battle of Bull Run, on August 
30, 1862. and Lincoln ealled oa MeClelkin to defeud 
Washington, On September 17, “Litde Mac? turned 
ha ny of Gene oy Robert E. Lee in the Battle of 
Antictam, Then McClellan refused to move. In early 
November, Lincoln removed him for the second tie. 
il Ambrose £. Burnside in conumane. 
Burnside met defeat in the Bate of Frede 
December 13. His suc 
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REMINDERS OF ABRAHAM LINCOLN 


Lincoln the “Railsplitter.” Ho got this nickname in the 
compaign of 1960, Muny paintings, such as this one by an 
unknown artist, showed hin splitting fence rails, 


Momentos of Lincoln's Assassination nay be seen at Ford's 
heotre in Washington, D.C They are mounted on the door 
through which John Wilkes Booth entered the president box, The 
Hens include Mrs. Lincoln's oper 55 case, a playbill, the pistol 
‘hat fired the fatal shot, o boct worn by Booth, and a 


rf Sffeting a reward for the cupture of the assassin, 


bewkeir! 
Sar weare 


By Avnet Nenu. dkepe hited: by 
ayn Crom Mottin. yy W004 Curtin 


Uncotn at Ford's Theatre. This diorama shows Lincoln in his 
box watching a play just before his assassination. John Wilkes 
Booth entered the box through the door behind Lincoln, left. 


1 at the 


Wide Wort 


Carl Sandburg, lofi, and 
many other outstanding histori« 
ens and writers have honored 
Lincoln in their works, 


Lincola's Tomb stands in the 
Oak Ridge Cemetery at Spring- 
field, Ill, Thousands of persons 
visit the tomb each year. 


Horbert Genes stds 


LINCOLN, ABRAHAM 


Strengthening the Home Front. Organiz: 
itary success was only one of Lincoln's tas \ 
important, he had to arouse popular support for the 
Union armies, Different opinions among the people 
came plain after their first enthus 
Northerners were willing to fight to preser 2 Union, 
but not to destroy slavery. Other Northerners demanded 
that the destruction of slavery should be put above all 

her goz 

Lincoln realized that the borde Ae 
if the anti y extremists had the ay. “This would 
mean the loss of Kentucky, Missouri, Delaware, and 
wryland, “Lhe task of defeating the South would be 
h more difficult without the support of these states. 
Besides. the Constitution protected slavery in the states 
where it existed. Impulsi 
proclamations free slaves, but Linco! 
them. ‘Time after time, he declared that the 
the wat s to preserve the Union. His most fi 
statemen smmide in at letter to Horace Gre 
tor of the New Pork Vrihune. In the letter 
22, 186%, Lincoln said: "My paramount objece in this 
struggle is to save the Unio 
or to destroy slavery.” By taking a moderate position, 
Lincoln kept all the border states in the Union. 

Foreign Relations. While meeting his 
lenges, Lincoln managed to keep a ch 
policy. In 1861, ary of State 
that the United States could be unified 
veral Ruropean nations to war. The Pre 
nored this proposal. 

In November, 1861, Captain Charles \Vilkes of the 
U.S, Nayy stopped the British ship Trent and removed 
two Conlederate conunissioners, James M. Mason and 
John Slidell, The British angrily demanded the release 
of the two men, and prepared for war to support their 
demand. The United Stat 
freed Mason and Slidell. B: 
a war that would have been disastrous to the 
ttes. See "TPRrenr Arrair. 

Life in the White House. 
meant fulfillment of the highest a 
American citizen could have. ‘The Civil War destroyed 
any hope he may have had for happiness in the White 
House. Aside from directing military atlaits and stitfen- 
ing the will of the North, he cartied an enormous bur- 
den of administrative routine. His office stati was sinall. 
He wrote most of his own lettcrs and all his speeches. 
He made decisions on thousands of political and mili- 
tary appointments. For hours each day, he saw everyone 
who chose to call. During all his years in office, Lincoln 
was away from the capital less thar 

Lincoln found some rela 
drives, and he enjoyed the the arded White 
House receptions and dinners more as duties than 
pleasures. Lincoln's frequent y y hospitals 
tore his gentle heart. Late at night, he sometimes found 
solace by reading Shakespeare or the Bible. But his offi- 
cial duties left lithe time for diversion. 

‘To Mrs. Lincoln, life in the White t 
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ers, and the husbands of two half s 
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alty. The pressures of every ighed 


on her high-strung nature nd ott 
bursts of temper cost her many f hips. 

Two of Lincoln’s sons, n Wallace and 
lived in the White House. For nearly a y 
and ‘Tad’ enlivened the mansion with the 
laughter and pranks. Willie's death on Feb, 20, 1862, 
ved the President deeply. Mrs. Lincoln could not be 
d. Robert Lincoln had been a student at Har 
i s father was elected. He 1 in school 
until February, 1865, when he was appointed to Get 
eral Grant’s staff as a captain. 

The Emancipation Proclamation. By late summer o! 

2, Lincoln was convinced that the time had come 
a change in poliey toward slavery. Several foreigt 
govermnents sympathized with the South. But they 
condemned slavery as evil, and thus did not dare sup 
port the Confederacy. Freed slaves could serve as Uniott 
soldiers. Besides, many Northerners who had heen i 
different to slavery now believed that it liad to he 
ped out. Lincoln decided to issue a proclarnati 
the slaves. He did not ask the adviee of his C 
did tell the members what he intended todo. 
rs advice, he withheld the proclamation 
tila Northern victory created favorable circumstance 

The Battle of Antietam, fought on Sept. 17, 
served Lincoln's purpose. He issued a preliainary proc 
Iamation five days later. Lincoln declared that at 
slaves in states, or parts of states, that were in rebellion 
on Jan. 1, 1863. would be free. He issued the final proc 
lamation on January 1. Lincoln named the states ane 
parts of states in rebellion, and declared that the slaves 
held the nd hence-fory hall be, free.” See 
EaANciaAtTion PROCLAMATION, 

Actually, the proclamation freed no slaves, It applied 
only to Contederate territory, where fe 1 olficets 
could not enforce it. The proclamation did not affect 
slavery in the loyal border states. L 
urged those states to free their slaves, and to pay thé 
owners for their loss. He promised financial help from 
ul government for this purpose. The failure ol 
the states to follow his advice was one of his grea 
disappointments. 

Vhe Emancipation Proclamation did have a great 
long-range effect. In the of other nations, it gave 4 
new character to the war. In the North, it paved the 
way for Amendment 13 to the Constitution, ‘This 
amendment, adopted in December, 1865, ended slavery 
in ull parts of the United States. 

The Gettysburg Address. Union arr 
treat victoric eneral George G. Meac 
ion forces defeated the Confederates under Lee 
tysburg, Pa.. during the first three days of Jul 
July 4, Vi s, Miss., fell to Grant’s troops. 
city had been the last Confederate stronghold on the 
Mississippi River. ‘The Father of Waters 4 
unvexed to the sea,” Lincoln declared. 

On Nov. 19, 1863, ceremonies were held to dedi 
a cemetery on the Gettysburg battlefield. The principal 
speaker was Edward Everett, one of the greatest orators 
of his day. Everett spoke for two hours. Lincoln we® 
asked to say a few words, and spoke for thre : 

Many have said that Lincoln scribbled his 
ech while traveling on the tain to Gettysburg. This 
is not true. He prepared the address carefully, well in 
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writers have also said 


emouic 


the masterly quality of his specch went unrecog 
zed for years. ‘This, too, is false. Everett and many 
others knew at once that Lincoly iging declaration 


that “government of the people, by the people, for the 
People, shall not perish from the earth” would live as 
long as democracy itself. Nor the complete text of the 
Speech, see Gerryszurc Appr 

The victories at Gettysburg and Vicksburg scemed to 
Protnise an early peace. But the war went on, In March, 
1864, Lincoln put Grant in command of all the Union 


atmies. ‘The Army of the Potomae started to march to- 
ward Richmond two months later. At the saine Uime, 
General William ‘T. Sherman began his famous march 
from Tennessee to Adianta, at 


Election of 1864. Grant ine 
n, and suffered a ous: 


alled fi 


f casualties. Many peo- 
id cond Lincoln 
umander. In June, 
ion reluctantly re- 
ency. Fermer Senator 
s nominated for Vice- 
The Democrais General George B. 
i ididate fur President, and Repre- 
Pendleton of Ohio for Vice-Presi- 
ins persuaded 


Xe Repl lie an nations 
coln for the pre 


nson of Tennessee 


sentative George TH. 
dent. A group ealled Radical Republi 
General Jolin CG. Prémont te rin for President, 
dropped out of the race a month before the election, 

Lincoln became Jess and less popular as the summer 
wore on, Late in August. he confessed private ly that “it 
seems caceedingly probal le that this administration will 
not be re-elected.” “Vhen the military trend changed. 
Admiral David G. Far 3attle of Mo- 
bile Bay on August hing 
Goops captured Atlant 
Jon victories cleared € 
andoah Valley of Vir 
emers took heart again. 

The Union victories hetped Lincoln win re: 
He de vl MeClel y an clectoral vote of 
21, and a popular majority of more than 400,000 votes. 

Second Inauguration. Lhe end of the war was clearly 

in sight when L er took the oath of office a second 
time, on March 4, 1863. 
Weary troops at Petersburg, Va. 1 armies 
were wasting away in Grant’s bulldog grip. Sherman 
left a wide truction as he marched through 
Georgia and the Carolinas. 

For the first time, Lincoln could think of reuniting the 
nation, He nev words more truly char 
nor more beautiful, than in his second inaugural ad- 
dress. Instead of demanding vengeance on the South, 
he asked for ‘r toward none”? and “charity for 
all.” He imp 1 the peop! o bind up the nation’s 
wounds; to for him who shall have borne the battle, 
and for his widow, and his orphan—to do all which may 
achicve and cherish a just and lasting peace ae 

Photographs taken of Lincoln shortly aft 
inauguration show the effect of fou 
face had become gaunt and deeply lined. He slept little 
during crises in the fighting, and't cs were ringed 
with black. Lincoln ate his meals irregularly, and had 
almost no relaxation. 

In spite of his exhaustion, Lincoln continued to s 
widows and sold who called at the White House. 
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Assassination. On evening of April 14, 


formance of Our A 
1 Washington. A few min 
x through the crowded house. 
, one of the best-known actors of the 
day, had shot the Pi — in the head from the rear of 
the presidential be 1 leaping to the stage, Booth 
caught his spur in a sae “a aped in front of the box. He 
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2teS 
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———---— LINCOLN'S SECOND ELECTION 
Place of Nominating Convention, Baltimore 
Ballot on Which Nominated......1st 
. George B, McClellan 


Reset, «+2212 (Lincoln) to 21 
(McClellan) 


2,206,938 (Lincoln) to 
1,803,787 (McClellan) 


+56 


Democratic Opponen 
tectoral Vote. 


Popvlar Vote....... 


Age at Incuguration.........66+ 


Hibrary of Congryss 
Lincoln's Family. From left to right are Mrs. Mary Todd Uncaln 
and the Lincoln sons—Williom Wallace (Willie), Robert Todd, and 
Thomas (Ted). 


fell and broke his leg. But he limped across 
brandishing a dagger and crying: “Sic semp 
(Thus always to tyrants), the motto of V 

Lincoln was carried unconscious to a nei 
house. His family and high government offic 
rounded him. He died at 7:22 a.m. on April 

As President, Lincoln had been bitterly criticized. 
After his death, even his enemies praised his kindly 
spirit and selflessness. Millions of people had called him 
“Father Abraham.” They grieved as they would have 
grieved at the loss of a father. The train carrying Lin- 
coln’s body started west from Washington. Mourners 
lined the trac it moved across the country. Thou- 
sands wept as they looked upon his face for the last 
time. On May 4, Lincoln was buried in Oak Rid 
Cemetery in Sprinufield, HL ‘Phe monument on his 
z a place of uni al pilyrimage. 

The Trial of the Conspirators. After shooting Lincoln, 
Booth fled to Maryland on horseback. A. friend, 
David E. Herold, a former druggist’s clerk, joined Booth 
there and helped him escape to Virginia. On April 26, 
1865, federal troops searching for Booth uapped the 
two men in a barn near Port Koyal, Va. Herold sur- 
rendered, but Booth was killed. 
ral persons were believed to have heen involved 
with Booth in boil Lincoln's assassination and a plot 
to kill other government officials. Seeretary of War 
Edwin M. Stanton ordered agents of his deparunent to 
arrest them. Besides Herold, the accused conspirators 
included George Atverodt, a cari: 
ning the murder of Vic 
Lewis Pain 


the stage 
P tyrannis” 


rboring 


yo maker, for plane 
President Andrew Johnson; 
1 former Confederate soldive, for attempt- 
ing to kill Secretary of State William Tl. Seward; and 
Mrs. Mary E. Surratt, the owner of a Washington 
boarding house, for helping the plotters. Booth and the 


others supposedly planned the crimes in Mrs, Surratt’s 
house. 
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and Michael O’ Laughlin, 
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of helping him plan the crimes, Samuel A. Mudd, 2 
Maryland physician who had set Booth’s broken leg 
afier the assassination of Lincoln, was charged with aid 
iu the plotters. Edward Spangler, a stagehand at 
vs TI 


cape. 


eatre, was charged with helping Booth 


anon May 10, 
commission cone 
ants and sentenced Atzerodt, 
and Mrs. Surrau to death. They wi 
znuyed on July 7. Arnold, Mudd, and O* Laughlin re 
atences of life imprisonment, and Spangler 
received a six nee. O' Laughlin died in prisoa 
cllow fever in 1867. President Johnson pardoned 
Araold, Mudd, and Spangler in 1869. Pav M. ANoLt 
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Uncotn's Home in Springfield, Wl,, is a national hist 
Lincoln bought this plain white frome house in 1844, He 
fomtiy lived there until he became President in 1861. 


What was Line oln's finst political oflice? 

How did Lincoln study for the bar? 

What did Lincoln consider to be the main issuc of the 
Civil War? 

How did Lincoln get his carly education? 

What did Lincoln's second inaugural addves 
about his intentions toward the South? 

What was “circuit riding’? Why did Lincoln enjoy 

Why did re peal of the Missouri Compromis 
¢oln to go back into polit 

Why did Lincoln oe first deny that the Civil War cote 
tered on the issue of slave Why did he later change 
his stand? 
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See Lincoln, Abrah in the Reszancn Guipye/t 
Volume 22, for a Reading and Study Gui 

LINCOLN, MARY TODD (1818-1882), the w 
President Abraham Lincoln, was the daughter of 
at. Todd, a banker of 1 gton, Ky. 8 She wes born 
on Dec. 13, 1818, and went to school in Le Tn 
1839, at the age of 21, she moved to Springfield, U!, to 
live with a married sister. There she met Linco!n, a 
young lawyer, ‘They were married on Nov. 4, 18: 

Mrs, Lincoln achieved her greatest ambition when 
her husband was elected President. But her four ye 
First Lady brought sorrow rather than happiness. Mi 
persons unjustly suspected her of disloyalty to the Unton 
because she came from the South. In addition, 
Lincoln’s haughty manner made her unpopular a 
the wives of government officials. The death of the 


ce of 
ola 


LINCOLN 


Lincolns’ third son, William Wallace, in 1862 caused 
her deep grief, In 1865, the shock of the assassination of 
Lincoln left her a mental and physical wreck. 

Yeats of travel failed to restore Mrs. Lincoln’s health, 
which was further weakened in 1871 by the death of 
another son, Thomas. Her mental depression deepened 
until her oldest son, Robert, committed her to a private 
ganitarium in 1875, She was released the next year. 
Mrs, Lincoln died on July 16, 1882, in the Springfield 
home of her sister, She was buried in the Lincoln ‘Tomb 


Pavt. M. Anos 


in Springfield. 
Family; Life 


See also Lincotn, Apranam (Lincoln's 
in the White House; picture). 

LINCOLN, NANGY HANKS. Sce Lixconn, Anra- 
Ham (Early Life). 

LINCOLN, ROBERT TODD (1843-1926), the old: 
of President Abraham Lincoln, became a we 
statesman and lawyer. 
1881, President James 
Garfc Id named 


lest son 


held the same post 
President Chester 
thur. From 1889 to 1993, 
he served as minister 
Great Britain. He then be- 
came associated with the 
Pullman Company, and 
served as president of the 
firm from 1897 to 1911. 
Lincoln was born in 
Springfield, IIL, and stud- 
ied at Harvard College and 
Harvard Law School, He served in the Union Army. 
After the Civil War, he practiced law, Ricnann N. Gunner 
LINCOLN CATHEDRAL. See Carnrprar, 
LINCOLN CENTER FOR THE PERFORMING ARTS 
is the home for some of New York City’s most important 
cultural activities. The center's six buildings were con- 
structed to house the New York Philharmonie, the 
Metropolitan Oper, ciation, Lincoln Center Rep- 
ertory Theater, the Music Theater, the New York City 
Ballet and Opera, the New York Public Library, and 
the Juilliard School. Philharmonic Hall (now Avery 
Fisher Hall) opened in 1962, the New York State The- 
ater in 1964, the Library and Museum and Vivian 
Beaumont Theater in 1965, and the Me swopolitan 
Opera House in 1966. ‘The Juilliard School opened in 
1969, Each of the center's constituent members is finan- 
cially and artistically independent. Each is represented 
on the Lincoln Center Council. 
Critically reviowed by the Lincotn C: 
See also Anerireerure (picture: Cultural Centers). 
LINCOLN HIGHWAY stretches 3,385 miles (5,448 
kilometers) from New York City to San Francisco. 1t is 
sometimes called the fain Strect of the United States, in 
1912, Carl G. Fisher had the idea of a transcontinental 
highway to encourage better roads. ‘The automotive 
industry raised money for it. President William Howard 
‘Lalt felt the highway would help national unity. 1 isher 
decided “Lincoln” would be a patriotic name for 
Construction began in 1914. The road is known as U 
30 for most of its length. Ancutmanp Brae 
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